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PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY 
“ Nothing e#tenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 
‘ DRAMATIC REVIEW, NO. 4. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 

. Sir,—From the readiness you evince to correct 
the abuses which exist at our Theatre, it induces me to request a 
corner of your valuable pages, for the following remarks. The 
construction of the present entrance to the Pit, is upon so danger- 
ous a plan, that on a full night. (which was the case on Saturday 
last,)persons entering, are Table of being in imminent danger of 
their Liven There are about a dozen or more steps to descend ; 
the width of which, are probably not more than four feet, directly 
at the foot of which, is placed the check-takers box; those per- 
sons who reckon upon the chance they atchieved by being “ fore~ 
most in the ranks" are miserably deceived, for by the immense 
rash made down the steps, they are inevitably driven past the 
wished for port, and with great violence against the opposite wall, 
“ susceptible antagonist,” in the interim the “‘ rear ranks ” are pro- 
vided ; and eager to get a good seat, they redouble their energy, 
by pushing: forward down the subterraneous passage, which by 
the way, is in a very unfinished state, and miserably lighted by 


‘about three or four small oil lamps, at the distance of about twenty 


feet asunder. 

Now the “foremost of the Ranks,” (which before acted as a 
sort of wedge to the rear”) may leisurely take their checks, and 
perhaps to their infinite mortification, after “ weathering the fierce- 
ness of the Storm,” find the port they had anticipated is completely 
blocked up, therefore must then return, and accept of such a oneas 
the boxes will present, which you may be assured is not very good. 
The prevention of this lamentable defect, demands the greatest at- 
tention, and I willin ly suggest such meansas would, in some mea- 
sure alleviate it. ~ if e box of the check-taker was removed oppo- 
site the steps, and if possible the floor at the foot of them made 
under it, would, in my humble ‘opinion, ultimately prove itself a 
great improvement, as it would, furnish a sort of harbonr, from the 
FY phere | weight of the crowd behind; at least it would remove 
the unavoidable jeopardy, which must exist, upon the present con- 
struction. I should not perhaps have troubled you with these re- 
marks;but have myself teen more than once hurt in the manner 
above described, and I trist’these remarks will prove the means of 











a ee 
preventing others frou receiving the like injury. 
: Mr Bilitor, allow me to subsctibe myself, 
. Your obliged Servant, 
Norwich, March ¥tth, 1827. A Friend to Improvement. 





OLINAOL 
On Thursday Night’s Performance, March \5th, 1827, 
_§CHOOL OF REFORM. 

Tug justly celebrated Comedy, was presented to an audience of 
not more than One Hundred persons; whether or no the enjoy- 
ment of the Drama “ has palled upon the sense,” or whether the 
taste.of the public lies in any other channel we cannot at. present 
determine, but it must be said that the want of continued. succes- 
sive novelty, has, in our Theatre at least, a powerful influence in 
keeping away hundreds, who notwithstanding the depressed state 
of the times, would otherwise crowd the house. : 

The very singular and prominent chagacter in this play is Tyke ; 
a character in,which the Seodabed Emery shone so conspicuous. 
{n the custody of Mr Sherwin it neither lost any thing of its origi- 
nality or colouring, perhaps he has not his equal in it; most as- 
suredly without fear of denial no one of the present day is superior, 
Mr Balls and Mrs Hannam as Mr and Mrs Ferment were excellent; 
in light and genteel comedy they areseldom excelled. The inter- 
view between Lord Avondale and Tyke in the second act, wherein 
the latter discloses his profligate career, and subsequent trans- 
portation ; was given with all that arch cunning and shrewdness so 
well understood in the northern parts of England; the consciousy 
guilt of Lord Avondale in having been the employer of so base a 
character, was well depicted by Mr Arlan. © The subsequent in- 
terview of Tyke with Ferment, and the double entendre of the 
dialogue, with the surpriseand consternation of the former, at the 
words “ I apprehend you,” was.a fine scene, The important and 
highly interesting interview between Tyke and his lather, was, 
complitely spoiled-by the entrance at half price; these repeated 
interruptions, the fruits of the Manager's precious system of ac- 
commodation, is most deeply to be deplored, and deserves the 
marked. censure of the public; but we despair of reform, when 

There is so much apathy and _ indifference towards. the state of the 
Drama. ‘The last sceny at the close of the 4th act, hetween Fre- 


deric (Mr G Smith,) and Lord Avondale (Mr Arians) was, @ a 
| 


creditable piece of acting, and as correct in the dialogue as we 
could be. The prison scene in which Frederic ig discovered to. be 


the son of Lord Avondale, and the interrupted marriage which. 
we. 


closes the 5th and last act was extremely effeati: 


since 





Letter from the Editor to the Prompter. Bias 

Six,—Thirty years experience in. your arduous. 
profession, and the reputation you Have acquired in et Bigs yi 
ment of the Drama, have just 1 stamped your fame, as:one ¢ tha, 
present 


best Prompters of the past an ige, Your situation is 


sinecure, and J grant it to be a very difficult task to drill. ety 
the gentry you have under your inspection, se. as to make, oN 
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any degree respectable in. the. various characters they have to 
enact. It is truly distressing to the feelings of an mudience, to héat 
from time to tite ‘itt evéry’ part of the Theatre, distinct sentences 
uttered by you in the performance of your duty. im the eorreetion 
of the.bad memory of an actor or actress, and perfectly disgrace- 
ful to the person so corrected. ‘There are many gentlemen who 
have been named in our publication, that I consider as incorri- 
gible pupils, and‘ who ought to be sent to another and séverer 
school, for.they not only give you a vast deal of unnecessary trou- 
ble, but take such liberties with the text of the author, as to make 
sheer nonsense of the various parts—andthe audience good souls, 
take it all in right humour, provided a little bit of vulgar witdés 
tacked toit; put the question to yourself, whether or no all ore 
part of this mountebank buffoonery would be sufferedand endured. 
at any of the London or provincial Theatres of rank and respecta~ 
bility ; bad customs and bad habits, are always perpetuated, and 
increase to a hideous bulk, by tame and apathetic sulfrance, until 
some sudden change occnrs which at “ one fell.swoop,” cleanses 
the system and purifies: the fountain from whence it originally 
spran g.-To be resumed tn our next—Tue Epitor. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer, 


Mr Eprror,—It was with. great, pleasure, not only myself, but'many of-your 
readers who perused your last Number, and: permit{me to say, (if such an humble 
Individual.as. myself, may criticise a critic, or remy at ed observations on 
the Tragedy of, Romeo Juliet, both on the Play itself and the Acting im it, evin-’ 
ces sound Reading, and a judgment on which the public may’rely, without a fear of 
being improperly biassed in their opinions. Your-manly remarks on the Amateurs: 
perfectly coincide with the public at large. Itis-decidedly wrong in the Actors to 
deviate from their Author, in order to: gratify a hostile feeling towards any one ; but 
in- an Honorable or Right Honorable itis contemptible. Paul s well written 
letter shews a partiality for Mr G. Smith, who as a young man, I believe is much 
respected in private; life, bat~snrely that is:noreason'why’he should torture the 
feelings of those who pay. their money for admission, by -his appearing in such cha- 
racters as George in the Miller’s Maid, or Frederic‘in'the School'of Reform ; parti- 
cularly after those parts have been so admirably and Interestingly filled by one. who 
must he well remembered’ aud regretted, Mr James Vining. Surely Mr G. Smith 
though the Manager’s son, mightbe content witha'line of acting, in which, if he is 
not great, he is really respectable, such.as the fop and pert footman ; he ought never 
to assum? Any part where there is. a degree of interest or feeling; this may seem 
harsh, but nature never inteuded him for an-actor. Mr Brindal was the most res 
spectable young man in the line of walking gentlemen, since}Mr Diddeéar ; and Mrs 
rind, te Miss Mason) was a gem not easily replaced. Paul Pry’s postscript 
in your jast ntimber the'poblic'cam have‘nothing to do with, Vindexis certainly 
not quite correct with respect to Mr Balls, the praise:is too unqualified, witness his 
representation-of. Cassio, yet there must be some allowance made for the sticks he 
had to play with, indeed it was scarcely fair that lie should have played on that 
night, a8 the part was certainly beneath him. Miss Williams though rather too Pe- 
tite in person, performed the partof Desdemona in a style, that would have ensured 
her success in either Drwsy: babe or Covent Garden, nay start not Vindex ! MissM. 
Glover, who is below her, -in-stature and talent, (s g excepted) frequently 
appears at the latter House as Ophelia! whilst that wating little actress at the 
same Theatre, Miss Goward, is what is termed sh » thas we may.sée, not only in 
this instance ‘that talent does not always lead to the Teniple of Fame ; witness 
amongst many whe have left Norwich, Mr.J. Vining, MrOsbaldiston; Mrs W. Clif-. 
ford, this Lady is still retained at, the Haymarket, and: is seen occasionally,. 

ét not to the advantage she desérves,) and it is said a great and admired favorite 

tends quitting a solid ve for what may; asin the above instances, prove 
ony Ritacious. Mrs D. Smith is ! a ig singer, and when she 
Leraly weatteae inrnich sevbethl desneeh eaiphapedibe niece inaioas et Age to 
ternly m . ie : i A to 
ng the introduction of, “/Bid une 
no novice, 
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tors he enacts ate not prominent, I can ouly observe that ftom the little scope allowed 
him, he does more and better than is usually seen in that line ; he is always perfect 
and attentive, and has more native talent than some who are entrusted with charac. 
ters ofa higher stamp, why did he not play Gilbert Glossin instead of the Prompter? 
if the above rem are worthy notice, you will oblige a Constant Reader by 
inserting them. X. ¥. Z 





CRITIQUE 
On Tuesday Night's Performance, March, 20th 1827, 


WaAID AND THB WAGPIBe 
Deaf asa Post, and the Floating Beacon. 


- Tum first of these pieces is a translation from the French, and was acted at the 
Theatre de la port St. Martin in Paris, where it had a run of Two Hundred Nights ; 
the posite mate J of Jean de Paris, ithhas lost consider: by its translation 

into English, but thstanding which, the scenes;are all » and: full of the 
most interesting events, and ably put together. This Melo-drama has been acted 
so often in former seasons at our » that ary further description of it would 
be su uous, suffice it that'it was,extremely well performed last evening, but to 
one of the most sorry looking houses we ever beheld. 
The Farce of Deaf as 3 Post followed, in which Mr Sherwin in Liston’s character 
of Tristram Sappy acquitted himeelf with great eclat ; that unfortunate propensity of 
carrying the thumb, to the nose, can never be too severely censured ; we have no- 
thing to do with this . soomuomen§ habits off the stage, but. we shall never cease to 
give our opinion of his vulgarity whenever he puts it in our power. Mr Balls as 
aptain Templeton was very respectable, there is a gentlemanly ease about this 
actor, and a good-humoured deportment in almost every thing he says and does, 
that we are always sorry when we are compelled to'be severe upon him. Mr Har- 
rison as Cru is quite at home in such characters, it is this gentleman’s forte, it 
ig o innel avian that has great sterling worth about it, viz: the personation of the 
country clown, and in the hands of this performer, it is always true to nature. 
Mrs Baker’s Sally Mags oe oe author could desire ; we do not hesi- 
tate to pronounce that this Lady is the most useful actress at present on our boards. 


On ‘Tuesday, March 20th, 1827, will be performed the Comedy 
; ‘ee ‘OF THE 


JEALOUS WIFE. 


Mr Oakly, Mr Arlan—Major Oakly, Mr Wharton 
Charles Oakly, Mr Balls——Lord Trinket, Mr G Smith 
Sir Harry Beagle, Mr Baker—Russet, Mr Beacham 
Cap‘ain O’Cutter, Mr Hamerton —Paris, Mr Wilkinson 
Tom, Mr Harrison—John, Mr Nichols—William, Mr Stacey. 
Mrs Oakly, Mrs Hannam—Lady Freelove, Mrs. Hamerton 

a 


triet, Miss Williams—Toilet Mrs Baker 
Chambermaid, Miss Watkinson. 








END OF THE PLAY, 


“GOD SAVE THE KING,” 


Will be Sung by the whole Company. 





ms After which, the Musical Farce, of 4 ts 
FPO BONS: OO SUPPBIRB. 

\,. Frederic, Mr Williamson,—Crop, Mr *Harrison 
Endless;Mr Wharton—Robin, Mr Baker—Thotias, Mr ‘Nicholls 
then ce William, Mr. D. Smith... 

i Saitors, Messrs. Stacey and Bryan. . 
_ Margaretta, Miss Phillips—Dorothy, Mrs'‘D. Smith : 
isa Miss Watkinson—Nelly, Mrs Balls, 
We : 0 ' rks. i iS 
» Bethel Street, Norwich, 
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